Cancer stem cell markers in breast neoplasias: their relevance and distribution in distinct molecular subtypes.
The identification and characterization of cancer stem cells might lead to more effective control of neoplastic disease, by directing therapies to the most aggressive cells. For that reason, the identification of cancer stem cells (CSCs) in breast tumours is one of the priorities in breast cancer research, which has resulted in many studies attempting to identify their presence based on the expression of specific molecular markers. In this review, we describe the main molecular markers that have been identified as being able to recognise CSCs in breast carcinomas, the major molecular pathways that regulate CSCs and their association with the different molecular subtypes.